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Print This Email This The U.S. should "leave" Afghanistan as soon as
possible, according to a poll released today by CBS News. The poll of 1,001

respondents found that 54% of Americans think the United States should
withdraw its troops from the Middle East, including Afghanistan, and 58%

would support doing so by the end of this year. The poll was conducted
November 3-6, and only 35% disagreed with the suggestion that the U.S.

should leave. The survey also found some evidence of support for the
bombing of Pakistan for its alleged assistance with the attacks, with 56%
saying the U.S. should do so and 40% saying they would support it. Just
over half of the poll's respondents thought the U.S. should pursue the

"kinetic" war -- killing people on the ground -- in Afghanistan rather than
going after the "tactical" elements of the terrorist organization, while 41%

said they would support such "kinetic" operations. The poll found some
differences between men and women. Women were much more likely than

men to disagree with the suggestion that the U.S. withdraw from
Afghanistan, and they were also more likely to say they thought the U.S.

should bomb Pakistan. Another difference was the link people felt between
the CIA and al-Qaeda. In general, women were more likely to say the U.S.

was doing a good job and that the CIA was working together with al-Qaeda.
Men were more likely to say that "the CIA and al-Qaeda are separate

entities," and that "the CIA's failure to capture Osama bin Laden" was the
main reason the U.S. should no longer go after al-Qaeda. This video is from

CBS News, broadcast on November 14, 2008. Download video During
World War I, the Germans often constructed shallow ditches to capture

ground in their operations. More often than not, the ditches were just cut
into the ground without much in the way of topsoil or other material to
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